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K.L.A. Conference, Horse Cave, Oct. 9-10 


General Theme--The Citizen and the State 
in Library Development 


“FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY” LUNCHEON 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 12:30 P.M. 


Library Trustees, Teachers, Ministers, Womens’ Clubs, Rotarians, - 
Kiwanians, Optimists, Members of Chambers of Commerce, any 
interested citizens, are cordially invited to this luncheon. 


Come one, come all, to help start a Citizens’ Library Movement 
in Old Kentucky. 
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Horse Cave, October 9-10, 1936 
PROGRAM 


GENERAL THEME—The Citizen and the State in Library 
Development 


FRIDAY 


9:00-10:30 a.m.—Registration 
10:30-12:00—Organization 


12:30 p.m.—“Friends of the Library” luncheon 
Prominent speakers will present, “The Responsi- 
bility of State and Citizens in Library Develop- 
ment.” Invite your trustees, and present and 
future interested citizens. 


2:30 p.m.—Meeting of Junior Librarians. 


4:00-6:00 p.m.—Madhatter’s Tea Party given by the 
Woman’s Club of Horse Cave, at the home of 
Mrs. R. O. Poynter. 


If libraries are to become the power they may be, if 
they are to scatter their blessings in rural communities, 
many more people will have to take an active interest 
in their establishment. Not only library trustees, but the 
plain, everyday person will have to take more positive 
attitude toward the promotion of library privileges. 

Trustees are the interpreters of their libraries to the 
public and show the public that the future of the li- 


6:30 p.m.—Dinner meeting—Guest speaker, Jesse 
Stuart, Kentucky’s Mountain Troubadour. 


SATURDAY 


9:15-10:45 a.m.—Section meetings 
School libraries 
College and University libraries 
Public libraries 


11:00-12:30 p.m.—Closing session. 


2:00 p.m.—Entertainment Detour 
A trip through Mammoth Onyx Cave, given to 
all delegates by Mrs. E. R. Pohl, manager, at 
the special price of $1.00 each 


brary is in the hands of the people themselves, whom 
the trustees represent. 

Fellow librarians, will not each one of you who re- 
ceives this announcement invite at least one forward- 
fooking man or woman, to attend this meeting with 
you? (Or, if necessary, without you?) 

New library patterns for the new times will be dis- 
played. 





LOCAL COMMITTEES 
PUBLICITY DECORATIONS 
Mrs. Florence Gardiner, Chairman Mrs. P. L. Harper, Chairman 
Miss Lena Smith Mrs. W. S. Moss 


Mrs. W. P. Kirtley 
Mrs. V. L. Christian 
Miss Heloise Patterson 


REGISTRATION 


Mrs. H. L. Patton, Ass’t. Chairman 
Mrs. J. W. Murray 
Miss Caroline Withers 


HOSPITALITY 


Mrs. H. E. Thomas, Chairman 
Mrs. Robert Poynter 
Mrs. J. Arthur Green 


Mrs. E. P. McGee 


INFORMATION 


Mrs. W. F. Murphy, Chairman 
Mrs. L. L. Patton 
Mrs. James I. Winn 


Please make both luncheon and dinner reservations 
with Miss Heloise Patterson, Horse Cave, not later than 
Friday, October 2nd.; luncheon will be .90 cents per 
plate; dinner will be $1.00 per plate. 
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JESSE STUART 


“I do not care to know if this is art-— 
These common words born in a com- 
mon heart.” 


“We love the tall corn for it makes 
us bread. 

Tall corn is pretty on the hillside 
rows— 

Tall corn is pretty where one hoes 
and hoes 

And leaves weeds wilted in the long 
corn rows.” 





“If one could only understand corn- 
words, 

The corn a-talking to the wind and 
birds 

And leaves—the whispering of the 
corn 

Is fine to hear on any summer morn.” 


But many of these words are not 
common |words—‘fragrance of the 
silking corn,” “basket-songs,” “‘bur- 
ley-beds,” “berry-wine,” ‘“snow- 
world,” “wind-grass song,” “bark- 
eyes of the oak,” “The gold of age is 
hanging to your boughs.” 

A natural-born observer and singer 
is Jesse Stuart, thrilling to the breezes, 
bird songs, sunrises and sunsets, trag- 
edy and joy, as he works his mountain 
farm; sitting down at the end of a 
furrow, letting his mule rest, while he 
jots down on paper, leaf or bark, in 
racy phrases, his “‘dead-leaf” mood or 


joyous love of nature. 


“For such as these, words are the 
frailest things, 

Frail as a white moth on its air-thin 
wings.” 


What Mr. Stuart will give us on 
October 9 we know not. But we are 
eager to see and hear him. 
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STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 
JULY 1935-JULY 1936. 




















1934-5 1935-6 

Total Reference questions answered 20,101 34,642 
Total General books loaned ______ 5,700 5,820 
Total Loaned in traveling 

libraries peices 27,000 26,650 
Total Books loaned 32,700 32,470 
Total Traveling library circulation__ 405,000 399,750 
Total Circulation 410,000 405,000 
Total Number traveling libraries 

issued 540 533 
Total Number stations added ______ 98 106 
Total Number books sent to bindery 829 840 
Total Number books cleaned 

and mended 11,822 13,513 
Total Mail issues 38,385 25,485 
Total number addresses delivered ____ 48 15 
Total number bibliographical helps _ 2,684 240 
Total number program helps _____- 317. 1,342 
Total number libraries visited _.._~ $7 24 


This comparative summary of the work of our State 
Commission—now called the Library Extension of the 
new department—shows what is happening because of 
the reduction of appropriations. While the reduction 
has not been drastic, it deprived the Commission of 
the services of one assistant. This loss of personnel has 
caused a great loss in bibliographical helps, in visits to 
libraries and in addresses delivered, beside a loss of about 
13,000 mail issues. This loss affects the rural work 
especially, the place where the Commission is greatly 
needed. Miss Nofcier’s visits and talks to rural commu- 
nities have been a very strong line in the extension of 
libraries throughout the state. Yet, the number of ref- 
erence questions answered, the stations applying for 
traveling libraries, the number of program helps asked, 
have increased, showing that there is a rising wave of 
interest in the state. For one thing schools are demand- 
ing more reference assistance than formerly. This con- 
dition is bringing an over-burden upon the present Li- 
brary Extension Division which should not be contin- 
ued. We hope all these considerations are revolving in 
the gray matter of the directors of the new plans. 
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MeCLURG’S.... 


Our library service simplifies the Librarian’s problem of book buying. All 
details of ordering can be safely left to the experience of our Library Depart- 
ment:- proper editions, right discounts, quick shipments. 


A. C. MeCLURG & CO. 


333 East Ontario Street ~ Chicago 
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LIBRARIES NEED 
CITIZEN INTEREST 


It is generally conceded that the 
library is a sine qua non to any real 
program of education. A wider op- 
portunity for independent individual 
study is, moreover, the order of the 
day, whether it be in connection with 
organized school programs, or adult 
education programs, or in preparation 
for intelligent and active participa- 
tion in public affairs. 

Public libraries must prepare them- 
selves to assume new responsibilities. 
Intelligent understanding of social, 
economic and political questions by 
the people is to my mind essential to 
the maintenance of democracy as we 
in the United States regard it. Public 
libraries, widely distributed, are vital 
to the development of that under- 
standing on a scale comprehensiv: 
enough to be of value. 


Important as libraries are to our 
educational processes, in the country 
as a whole they are shockingly inade- 
quate. There has been commendable 
progress, but the founding of new li- 
braries and the improvement of es- 
tablished ones have failed to keep pace 
with the normal demands of the grow- 
ing population. Forty million people 
are wholly without library service in 
the communities in which they live 
and fully as many are inadequately 
served. Generally speaking, it is only 
citizens in thickly populated areas 
who are able to secure from libraries 
the facilities which our social order 
calls for. .. Nearly 90 per cent of the 
40,000,000 people for whom libraries 
are not available live in the open 
country or in villages with populations 
below 2500. More than one-third of 
the 3000 counties in the United States 
are without a single library. National, 
state and individual responsibilities 
must be more widely and equitably as- 
sumed if this deplorable situation is 
to be corrected. ... 


The attainment of the sound and 
laudable objectives established by the 
American Library Association can be 
accomplished only when citizens in 
sufficient numbers determine to ex- 
tend an essential service which is es- 
sentially their own. 


Librarians and library trustees can- 
not do the job alone. 


—From an address by the Honor- 
able Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the 
Interior. 





A KENTUCKY LIBRARY 
PROGRAM 

Thursday, Dec. 5, 1935 

Address Broadcast over WHAS 
By 

DR. JOSEPH RAUCH 
President, Board of Trustees, 
Louisville Free Public Library 

Fellow Citizens of Kentucky: 

I am speaking this afternoon not 
as the President of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Louisville Free Public Li- 
brary but as a citizen of Kentucky 
who is interested in public libraries, 
who knows how inadequate they are 
for the educational and cultural re- 
quirements of our people and how 
urgent it is that those who will con- 
vene in Frankfort next month to plan 
for the government of the State should 
be asked to give earnest thought and 


| devise constructive methods to meet 


at least part of the library needs. 

A radio audience does not want to 
listen to a lot of statistics. I am going 
to use the time at my disposal to call 
your attention to broad salient facts 
that merit your interest and deserve 
sympathetic consideration and con- 
structive legislation from the authori- 
ties of the State. 


Let me say at the outset that the 
State as a whole does not have the 
library facilities it ought to have. It 
is lacking in books, it is wanting in 
libraries and deficient in a trained per- 
sonnel for this highly specialized work. 
These three factors, books, places for 
the books, people to distribute them, 
are indispensable in any library plan. 
No state in the Union can afford to 
be without these. We in Kentucky are 
not a pauper state and we are not 
wanting in appreciation of literature 
and the cultural values that come from 
it. We just have not given sufficient 
thought to this subject. We have been 
harboring the notion for a great many 
years that as long as we were support- 
ing our schools we were doing all that 
was necessary for education. I am 
reasonably sure that if we had been 
told that school education was not 
enough, that it had to be supple- 
mented with library material both for 
those still in school and those out of 
school we would have made better pro- 
vision for this educational service than 
we have. We must not blame past 
legislatures for this. The responsibil- 
ity rests with the population at large 
and more especially with those to 
whom is entrusted the education of 





our people. 





There are educational and cultural 
duties that we should face immediate- 
ly and plan without delay such action 
as is necessary. 

I should like to ask the ministers, 
the teachers, the club leaders and more 
especially such organizations as Ro- 
tary, Kiwanis, Optimists, Chambers of 
Commerce in the rural areas of our 
State to acquaint themselves with the 
library conditions in their counties. I 
know of no civic undertaking they 
could espouse that would be more 
timely. Many of them would make 
discoveries that would surprise them. 
They would learn that there are 
rather large stretches of land in 
this State that have no library ad- 
vantages of any kind and those that 
are to be had in other places are so 
inadequate as to be of little value. 
Once they would learn this these men 
and women would not be content with 
just having the information. Ken- 
tuckians are not built that way. They 
would begin to devise ways and means 
to meet these wants. They would cre- 
ate public opinion that would reach 
unto the seats of authority which 
would result in the same thoughtful 
planning for library service that we 
have, for example, for road building 
and health. 

Programs dealing with public serv- 
ice are usually made up of two parts, 
one that must be done immediately 
and one that has to be planned slow- 
ly and carefully. The State Library 
Program I have in mind is no excep- 
tion to this. Some things should be 
done immediately and should be 
among the accomplishments of the in- 
coming legislature. There should be 
made an appropriation sufficiently 
large to purchase needed books for the 
State Library Commission so as to en- 
able it to extend its services to rural 
areas and this appropriation should 
come in a fixed, dignified way from 
the State treasury. We ought to do 
away with the crude and vulgar sys- 
tem of having part of library incomes 
depend upon police court fines. The 
present legislature should also enact 
legislation that those who plan to en- 
gage solely in library work should 
having the necessary training for it. 
This is required in our public school 
system and should likewise be a con- 
dition in the other branches of edu- 
cational service which is done through 
libraries. 

These two things, an appropriation 
for the purchase of books and raising 
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and standardizing professional re- 
quirements for those who would en- 
gage in library work can and should 
be done now. 


For a long range undertaking I 
would most respectfully suggest to the 
incoming legislature to appoint a 
commission composed of librarians, 
educators and lay people, let us say 
three from each group, to study the 
whole question of library needs, not 
from the traditional and long out- 
grown county viewpoint but from the 
angle of the entire State. It is the con- 
sidered view of those who have given 
this subject earnest study that our 
State could be divided into a compara- 
tively few regions, or centers, from 
which to give adequate library service 
to every community. With good roads 
constantly increasing, with the li- 
brary automobile truck a tested and 
useful distributor, this should not be 
difficult. A carefully selected commit- 
tee with a modest appropriation could 
bring in its findings and recommenda- 
tions for the legislature of 1938. We 
would then be ready to lay the foun- 
dation for a library service that would 
be intelligent, adequate, economical 
and a real helpmate to the other edu- 
cational agencies of our State. 

I know that our Governor-elect is 
genuinely sympathetic to our educa- 
tional institutions. I have no reason 
for believing that the legislature is not 
of the same opinion. I am sure they 
appreciate ‘ithe educational possbili- 
ties of libraries and the unwarranted 
handicaps under which they are doing 
their work at present. We should 
begin to pay attention to educational 
recovery with something of the zeal 
and intensity that we have given to 
economic recovery. It is needed quite 
as much. 

I am confident that the electorate 
would heartily approve a legislative 
enactment that would open up larger 
vistas of the book world to our peo- 
ple. I believe I am right when I say 
that this State has never repudiated a 
public official who enlarged the intel- 
lectual horizon of our population. 
Personally I am convinced that if 
from the legislature of Frankfort 
there will come the initial effort for 
an enlarged and improved library 
service it will be gain for itself nat 
only the hearty endorsement of the 
people of the State but it will set a 
new cultural standard for future leg- 
islatures. 








OUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

These addresses bring to us librar- 
ians of Kentucky, the responsibility 
of seeing that citizens of our state 
are fully informed concerning new 
library ideas and movements. When 
the President of the Board of Trustees 
of the largest Kentucky library and 
the Secretary of one of our great 
departments of national government 
take time to address citizens upon a 
topic which they consider of vital in- 
terest, it behooves both librarians and 
citizens to pay attention. 

Mr. Ickes says “Librarians and li- 
brary trustees cannot do the job 
alone.” 

Dr. Rauch puts it straight to min- 
isters, teachers, members of various 
organizations and all people intelli- 
gent enough to be interested in li- 
braries, that “they acquaint themselves 
with the library conditions in their 
respective counties.” 

He believes in Kentuckians enough 
to assert that when they understand 
said conditions “they will create pub- 
lic opinion that will reach unto the 
seats of authority and will result in 
the same thoughtful planning for li- 
brary service that we have, for ex- 
ample, for road building and for 
health,”—and might well add, for ag- 
riculture. 

Dr. Rauch concludes his radio ad- 
dress by an appeal to all who were 
“listening in to help in this much 
needed Public Library Program.” 

Abraham Lincoln once said, “With 
public sentiment nothing can fail; 
without it nothing can succeed.” 


But public sentiment must be an 
informed public sentiment—informed 
not only by the radio and the movie, 
but by reading. One who has read 
widely and deeply realizes the trends 
of the confusing currents of present 
day thought and tries to cast an in- 
telligent vote. Human knowledge is 
striding forward with seven-league 
boots and one who has not the op- 
portunity to read cannot expect to 
keep his place in the procession. 

Mr. Marion Wright, chairman of 
the Library Board of South Carolina 
tells us “In the year 1927 the State of 
North Carolina took the lead in the 
organization of a Citizens Library 
Movement. Hundreds of patriotic 


men and women gave freely of their 
time and means in order to present to 
the citizens of North Carolina their 
obligation to place books within the 
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Consult our Librarians’ Hand- 
book of “Books for Young 
People,” a complete list of juve- 
niles of all publishers rebound in 
our sturdy, interesting “Kinder” 


Bindings. 


HERTZBERG BINDERY 


DES MOINES, IOWA 








STRIKING 
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Books. 

















KENTUCKY BOOK 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


LOUISVILLE, 


319 West Liberty St., 


LIBRARY AND SCHOOL 


BINDING OF ALL KINDS 








BEAUTY 


is now to be had in our Rebound 
Ask for 
BEAUTY when sending us your 
next shipment. 


“Bound to Stay Bound” 


NEW METHOD BOOK 
BINDERY, Inc. 


JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Library Bookbinders 
Book Sellers of Reinforced 


New Books 
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reach of every man, woman, and child 
of that state. The response was elec- 
tric. The library progress of North 
Carolina dates from that campaign. 
Other states have fallen into line. I 
may, with some pride, say that my 
own state of South Carolina some 
two years ago at a meeting at Clemson 
College, called by President Sikes, be- 
gan a similar movement and that here 
and there throughout the state within 
a period of two years libraries have 
sprung into being as a result of the 
influences set in motion at that meet- 
ing. 

The underlying philosophy of the 
Citizens Library Movement is the un- 
derlying philosophy of every civic 
movement in a democracy. It is that 
permanent growth and improvement 
must grow out of an informed public 
Opinion, and that the duty is upon 
those assuming leadership to create 
such informed public opinion.” 


DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY 
AND ARCHIVES 

Governor Chandler’s Reorganiza- 
tion Bill creates a new state depart- 
ment; vis The Department of Library 
and Archives. 

This newly created department has 
not yet been set up and no permanent 
appointments have yet been made. 

This law has encouraging possibili- 
ties if correctly interpreted and its 
provisions enforced. 

We await further developments in 
eager hopefulness. 








Acts of the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
passed at the extraordinary session of 
the General Assembly, February 24- 
March 7, 1936. 

Article XVIII, Department of Library 
and Archives. 

Section 1. Functions—All functions 
heretofore vested in the Kentucky Li- 
brary Commission, the Library of the 
Commonwealth, and the State Law 
Library are hereby transferred to and 
vested in the Department of Library 
and Archives except that books for the 
Law Library shall continue to be pur- 
chased as now provided by law. The 
Department of Library and Archives 
shall have such charge and custody of 
all property of the Kentucky Histor- 
ical Society as may be provided by 
agreement between the said depart- 
ment and the said Society under the 
terms of this Act. 

Section 2. Organization—The gov- 








ernor shall appoint a State Librarian 
who shall be responsible for the ad- 
ministration of said department. The 
librarian shall have had _ technical 
training in the field of library science 
and shall have had at least four years’ 
library experience in an administra- 
tive capacity. He shall be paid an an- 
nual salary of not more than three 
‘thousand dollars ($3,000.00). The 
Department of Library and Archives 
shall be composed of a library exten- 
sion division, a legislative and law 
library, and the Kentucky Historical 
Society. 

Section 3. Library Extension Divi- 
sion—The library extension division 
shall be headed by an assistant librarian 
and shall act under the direction of 
the State Librarian. This division shall 
be vested with all the functions here- 
tofore performed by the Kentucky Li- 
brary Commission and its officers. The 
assistant librarian, who shall have 
charge of this division, shall have the 
the same training as the librarian and 
shall have had two years of library 
experience. 


Section 4. Legislative and Law Li- 
brary—The legislative and law library 
shall be headed by an assistant librar- 
ian who shall act under the direction 
of the State Librarian. This assistant 
librarian shall be in charge of all 
functions now performed by the Li- 
brary of the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky and the Law Library, except 
as herein otherwise provided, together 
with such library materials as may 
be made available through the Ken- 
tucky Historical Society under the ar- 
rangements provided in this Act. The 
assistant librarian in charge of the 
Law Library shall be a graduate of an 
accredited law school. 


Section 5. The Kentucky Historical 
Society—The Kentucky Historical 
Society, heretofore incorporated under 
the laws of this state, shall be con- 
tinued as heretofore established. It is hereby 
declared a condition precedent to pay over 
to such society of any public moneys of the 
state that all books, archives, documents, 
library and historical exhibits, and other li- 
brary properties, whether or not enumerated 
herein, be made available to the Department 
of Library and Archives for cataloging and 
maintenance as a part of the collection of 
said department under such agreement as to 
joint maintenance and use of library materials 
of the society and as to the apportionment of 
the expense of maintenance as shall be agreed 
upon and approved by the governor. In no 
case shall a warrant be drawn in favor of 
such society except on certification of the 
State Librarian that the conditions prescribed 
in this Act have been complied with. 








ALLEN 
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in 
Library Rebinding 
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REINFORCED JUVENILES 
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POPULAR COPYRIGHTS 


Send for Catalogs 
Edwin Allen Company 
2249 Calumet Ave. Chicago 











FIRST PURCHASE 


For Elementary, High Schools 
and Libraries 
Summary of Evaluations 
Booklist, A.L.A., Aug. °36 


THE WORLD BOOK 
Encyclopedia 


85 E. Gay., Columbus, O. 
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For Patronage, 
We wish to thank the librarians 
of Kentucky. 
Specialists in binding magazines 
and rebinding books. 
THE 
WINCKLER BINDERY 


133 W. Central Parkway 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
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The omission of a spring issue of 
the Bulletin in 1936 leaves Vol. 3 
with but one issue. We hope this will 
not soon happen again, but we can 
remember that Vol. 1, No. 1, of the 
K. L. A. Bulletin stated ‘Published 
occasionally by the members of the 
Executive Board.” 





Miss Euphemia K. Corwin, having 
completed the reorganization of the 
Union College Library at Barbourville, 
Kentucky, has returned to her home in 
Berea. During these two years two 
rooms have been added to Union’s li- 
brary space, new tables and chairs have 
been provided, the collection has been 
enriched by the purchase of many 
new books, and the revision of the 
catalog begun. A fair number of 
magazines have been bound, and the 
reference magazine collection given a 
suitable space to itself with the Read- 
ers’ Guides and Education Indexes for 
consultation. 

Miss Perma A. Rich, former librar- 
ian of Asbury College, Wilmore, Ken- 
tucky, and Reference librarian in the 
State Library Commission at Frank- 
fort, is now librarian at Union Col- 
lege. Mrs. Florence H. Ridgway, for- 
merly Assistant librarian in Berea Col- 
lege Library, will continue her revis- 
ion of the catalog at Union. Union 
College is most fortunate in securing 
these two competent librarians for its 
growing library. 


comrade and charter member of the Association. 

Miss Margaret I. King, associate of Miss Cochran in the organizing 
of the library of the University of Kentucky in the summer of 1913, 
has contributed the following tribute to her. 





In the passing of Jennie Owen Cochran the Kentucky Library 
Association is greatly bereaved. Miss Cochran was one of the charter 
members of the Association and took an active and interested part in 
the organization and its activities in all the years since its beginning 
in 1907. She was President of the Association 1931-1933, and Vice 
President 1927 to 1931. 

Miss Cochran’s connection with the Louisville library system began 
when the Public Library was still the Library of the Polytechnic So- 
ciety. She was librarian and organizer of the Portland Branch from 
1905 to 1913. In the fall of 1913 she became first head of the new 
Stations and Extension Department of the Louisville Free Public 
Library and soon saw the service of her department extended through- 
out Jefferson County. Her sympathies knew no bounds of race or 
creed, and her trips to these stations throughout the county made her 
a beloved library visitor. She retained this position and was actively 
engaged in the work that she loved so much until 1935 when her 
health demanded a release from regular duty. 

She was much interested in organization work and was the organ- 
izer of many libraries in Kentucky and Indiana, notably the New 
Albany Public Library in 1903, St. Mary’s Library Notre Dame Uni- 
versity, 1904, the library of Nazareth Academy, Bardstown, the Dun- 
can Helm Library, Versailles, and the Public Library of Paris, Ken- 
tucky. In the summer of 1913 she organized the Library of the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky. 

Miss Cochran was a librarian of, may we be permitted to say—‘the 
old school,” and a very fine expression of that old school. That is to 
say, she was an aristocrat and a lady, to the tips of her fingers; she 
was a lover of books and reading; she had an enduring belief in the 
mission of books and libraries, a belief that found ready expression in 
her active life as a librarian and as an organizer of libraries. She loved 
people, was a good judge of human nature, had a fine wit, and un- 
usual abilities in conversation, after the best manner of a real South- 
erner. 

Miss Cochran’s charm and distinction of bearing was accompanied 
by a rare enthusiasm for life and living, a ready sympathy and under- 
standing, and unswerving loyalty and devotion in her friendships. She 
was always a source of cheer and inspiration to others in the pro- 
fession, with her unfailing interest and enthusiasm, and her devotion 
to the library movement. She will be greatly missed in our annual 
gatherings and in all the library activities of the state. Her wise coun- 
sels and her sane viewpoints will be cherished in the memories of her 
co-workers for many years to come. 




















The Southeastern Library Association will meet this year at Asheville, N. C., October 
28-30, °36. This is expected to be a very important conference affecting library development 
throughout the South. Miss Helen Stelle, the President, can be counted on to provide a 
constructive program. 

Both North and South Carolina have had signal success with the Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment. As we Kentuckians need to inform ourselves concerning this movement, it is desir- 
able that several K. L. A. members plan to attend. In this connection trustees can prove 
their interest by planning time—and where necessary, financial provision—to enable their 
librarians to attend this important meeting. 


JUNIOR LIBRARIANS MEET 
Some of the younger librarians (meaning those under age 35) have in mind the setting 





up of an informal organization by which some professional projects of importance can be 
carried on and the younger librarians be developed thereby. They will meet right after 
| the “Friends of the Library” luncheon: place to be announced. 
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CITIZENS DAY AT A. L. A. 

Citizens Day was an attractive fea- 
ture of the conference of the Ameri- 
can Library Association in Richmond, 
last May. The topic for discussion, 
“The Library in relation to its com- 
munity*was handled jointly by citi- 
zens, trustees, and librarians. 

To welcome visiting citizens Miss 
Helen Virginia Stelle, President of the 
Southeastern Library Association, was 
asked to be chairman of the Hospital- 
ity Committee. She was assisted by a 
committee of three from each of the 
eleven Southern states. Those from 
Kentucky who served on this com- 
mittee were Marguerite Terrell, Hilda 
Glaser, and Margie Helm. 

The morning session included 
speeches by Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, 
of Washington, D. C. and Ralph 
Munn, Librarian of the Carnegie li- 
brary at Pittsburgh. Mrs. Smith call- 
ed attention to the deplorable lack 
of public libraries in the United States, 
but she spoke of the fact that prog- 
ress is being made. In the past ten 
years, 1926-36, the percentage of our 
people now receiving library service 
has increased from 57% to 63%. 

Mr. Munn’s speech was perhaps 
quoted throughout the week more 
than anyone else’s. In speaking on Li- 
brary Objectives, he stated that in 
his opinion public libraries are educa- 
tional institutions and should not cir- 
culate second-rate novels. Mr. Munn 
recommended three objectives for ad- 
vancing higher standards of service: 
first, larger units of administration 
where the resources of an entire coun- 
ty or a group of counties or a regional 
area are combined into one strong li- 
brary system; second, broadening the 
base of financial support by both state 
and federal aid; and third, certifica- 
tion laws in every state to insure a 
high standard of library personnel. 

A luncheon meeting followed the 
morning session, called “Friends of 
the Library” luncheon. Governors’ 
delegates, from half the states of the 
union responded to roll call. Three 
state executives sent messages for the 
occasion. We Kentucky librarians were 
delighted that our Governor had sent 
a special message. Harold F. Brigham, 
President of the Kentucky Library As- 
sociation, read the following greeting 
from Governor A. B. Chandler: 

“Since it is not possible for me to 
attend the Fifty-Eighth Annual Li- 
brary Conference to be held May 11th 
to 16th in our neighboring Common- 





wealth of Virginia, I am by letter ex- 
tending hearty greetings from Ken- 
tucky. 


May your programme for Citizens 


Day be a stimulus to the promotion of 
more’ effective library service. 

I hope those privileged to attend 
this conference will return to their 
respective states with renewed inspir- 
ation and courage to carry on this 
important educational activity. 

Your conference theme, “The Ex- 
tension and Improvement of Library 
Service” is a pertinent and timely one. 

This meeting should bring new life 
to the library interests of the south, 
and result in more effective and better 
equalized library service.” 

Radio addresses were given by Pres- 
ident Roosevelt, Secretary of the In- 
terior Ickes, and the President of the 
British Library Association. It was 
heartening to hear the words of 
our President and of the Secretary 
of the Interior speaking of their con- 
victions of the value of libraries as a 
necessary educational institution in a 
democracy. 

Among the speakers on the after- 
noon programme was Marion A. 
Wright, an attorney of South Caro- 
lina. He spoke on the Citizens Library 
Movement. He called attention to 
what had been done for libraries in 
North Carolina since the organization 
of their State Library Movement in 
1927. He mentioned with pride that 
South Carolina embarked upon a sim- 
ilar movement two years ago. 

Citizens Day was called a success 
by all those who attended its confer- 
ence. It has inspired many of us to 
return and try to interest more of our 
fellow citizens in an increase of li- 
brary facilities for our own states. 

I believe that the best way for us 
to reach a large number of citizens 
and to achieve the library goals which 
we have set up is by the organization 
of a Citizens Library Movement in 
Kentucky.  — 

Margie Helm. 





During the last quarter of a cen- 
tury, a philosophy of usefulness has 
developed and the library has become 
a living force in the land. All of us, 
citizens, trustees and librarians, must 
redouble our efforts, to bring this liv- 
ing force to the rural areas of the 
South. 


October, 1936 1 





BINDING! | 


All kinds of library books, 
periodicals and newspapers by 


CERTIFIED BINDERY 


approved by Joint Committee of 
the L. B. I. and A. L. A. 
Class A Library Binding 
THE STANDARD 
PRINTING CO. 


Incorporated, 


Louisville Kentucky 











SOUTHERN LIBRARY 
BINDERY COMPANY 


Nashville Tennessee 


SCHOOL—PRIVATE AND 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY BINDING 


“Intelligent Service” 




















= 


AT YOUR SERVICE 
SINCE 1910 





KAST BINDERY SERVICE 


LIBRARY BOOKS A 
SPECIALTY 


114 East Chestnut Street 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 














